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Disability Rights During Arrest & Detention: Mental Illness
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Title II
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
U.S. Constitution (8th & 14th Amendments)
DURING ARREST
Right to Reasonable Modifications
Law enforcement must modify usual practices when needed to avoid discrimination.
Examples:
Speaking calmly instead of shouting
Allowing time to process commands
Engaging crisis-trained officers
Right to Non-Discrimination
Police cannot arrest or treat someone differently because of their disability.
Behaviors caused by mental illness should not be assumed to be criminal or noncompliant.
Use of Force Must Account for Disability
Officers must consider mental illness when deciding whether and how to use force.
DURING DETENTION OR BOOKING
Right to Medical & Mental Health Care
Jails must provide access to:
Psychiatric evaluation
Medication management
Suicide prevention
Effective Communication
Must ensure understanding through simplified explanations or support services.
Reporting Violations
Violations can be reported to:
Colorado Springs Police Department (ask for ADA coordinator or internal affairs)
Colorado Civil Rights Division (CCRD), https://ccrd.colorado.gov/the-complaint-process
U.S. Department of Justice Civil Rights Division
Protection and Advocacy Agencies (e.g., Disability Law Colorado)
Jail/Police oversight bodies
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